Letter To Parents
<Date>

Dear Parents, 
We are writing you this letter to introduce you to our <son/daughter>,  <child’s name>, as well as give you some information.

<Describe your child: Timmy is active, loves playing trains, reading books and can sing songs at the top of his lungs.  He loves to hug….>.
Besides being very “typical”, <he/she > also has Down syndrome.  Your child might come home wanting to know more about why <child’s name> is a little different.  A helpful resource of information on Down syndrome is located at: http://www.ndsccenter.org/resources. Please feel free to share information that would be appropriate for him/her. 

Research has shown that children with Down syndrome benefit from placement in a regular education class, receiving their education alongside typically developing peers of their own age.  Regular opportunities to learn and play alongside typically developing peers gives children with Down syndrome the role models they need to acquire new skills, encourage age-appropriate behavior, develop independence and friendships.  

Inclusive education benefits not only our child, but studies have shown that inclusion has a great benefit to the other children in the class. Inclusion facilitates greater understanding, tolerance as well as learning to be supportive of one another.  Children also learn to value diversity and to appreciate that everyone has something beneficial to bring to the life of the school and the community.

We are grateful for the support that <child’s name> will have in <teacher’s name>’s class.    <Child’s name> will have a team of people that will help support <his/her> learning needs and facilitate the inclusion support.

We are also grateful for the opportunity to be in a learning community together and  look forward to meeting you and working together for a great year at <school>.  If you have any questions please feel free to contact us at <contact information>.

Sincerely,

